
'Blue Baby/ Cured at 75, Adds 
D. C. Sightseeing to Activities 

Mrs. Genia Wasser and her son Michael. —Star Staff Photo. 

His lips and fingernails were the 
characteristic “blue,” of a “blue 
baby,” but Michael Wasser was 
no baby. 

All his life, for 15 years, he had 
had trouble even standing, and a 

block-long walk was a forced 
march. Last July 7, after a trip 
from Israel, Michael was wheeled 
into the surgery room of a Chi- 
cago hospital. Three and a half 
hours later he emerged smiling, 
one of the oldest persons ever 

successfully to undergo the deli- 
cate “blue baby” operation. 

Today he is visiting with his 
mother, Mrs. Genia Wasser, at the 
home of her cousin (or her 
"adopted sister”) Mrs. Sergius 
Brootzkoos, at 2614 Thirty-ninth 
street N.W. All that remains of 
Michael’s former disability is a 

slight weakness in his legs—and 
a 36-stitch long red scar reaching 
from under his heart around his 
left side to the same point on 

his back. 
Walking Tour of Capitol. 

Now 16, young Mike celebrated 
his birthday, August 29, by going 
for his first real swim in a lake 
at Alpena, Mich., where he and 
his mother stayed following the 

operation before coming here. An 
hour-long walking tour of the 

Capitol on Sunday left him a bit 

tired, but eager to see all of 
Washington's sights. 

“I couldn’t do things like that 
before, so I just forgot about it— 

that’s the best way,” said Mike in 

his precise English, learned at 
school in Israel. He also speaks 
his native Hebrew and German 
and reads voraciously in all three 

languages. 
The Wasser family fled their 

home in Berlin when Hitler came 

into power and lived in Paris be- 
fore moving to Palestine. Mike’s 

father is now a contractor in Tel 
Aviv and his 22-year-old brother, 
Alexander, is in the Jewish Army. 

Finds Strangers Generous. 
Mrs. Wasser, also in this coun- 

try for the first time, “never met 
such generosity before” in her life 
as when total strangers began 
sending her and Mike theater 
tickets and other gifts after her 
son’s operation was publicized in 
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Chicago. She speaks five lan- 
guages, including Lettish, and for 
a time wrote for a Palestine news- 

paper. 
She and Milke will be special 

guests at a lawn party and fash- 
ion show sponsored by the Coun- 
cil of Pioneer Women at 1:30 p.m. 
tomorrow at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel Gittleman, 708 High- 
land avenue N.W. 

At present, Mike’s ambition is 
to be a chemist, a goal set when 
his life was much more sedentary. 

There are still a lot of other 
new experiences in Mike’s future, 
such as skating, playing golf and 
tennis, and a good deal of just 
plain walking. And with new, 
more active vistas opened: 

“Maybe I’ll change my ambi- 
tion.” 

Jaycees to Stencil Signs 
At All School Crossings 

Some 60 members of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce will sten- 
cil in red letters the slogan. “Stop 
Before You Cross,” at intersec- 
tions near every school building 
in the District. 

The first sign to be stenciled 
will be at the intersection of 
Twelfth and L streets N.W., in a 

brief ceremony at 10 a.m. to- 
morrow. 

This traffic safety program, de- 
signed to be completed during the 
first days of school, is under the 
direction of Samuel Friedman. It 
is one of the fall activities lined 
up by the business group. 

Participating in the ceremony 
will be Paul Matthews, president 
of the Jaycees: Julian Brylawski, 
representing the Commissioners’ 
Traffic Advisory Board; Dr. James 
A. Gannon, of the Board of Edu- 
cation, representatives of the Dis- 
trict Traffic Director’s office and 
other Jaycee officials. 

Abdullah Reaches Spain 
On 11-Day Official Visit 

By the Associated Press 

LA CORUNA, Spain, Sept. 
King Abdullah of Hashemite Jor- 
dan arrived yesterday for an 11- 
day visit in Spain. It was the first 
official visit of a reigning monarch 
to this country in more than 20 
years. 

Generalissimo Francisco Franco, 
Foreign Minister Alberto Martin 
Artajo and other high dignitaries 
of the government and army met 
Abdullah at the quay. Harbor 
guns boomed a 21-gun salute. 

D. C. Bar Group to Meet 
The District Bar Association 

will hold its first fall meeting at 
8 p.m. next Tuesday at the May- 
flower Hotel. There will be re- 

ports on the American Bar Asso- 
ciation meeting. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

FALL TERM BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER 15 
ENROLL NOW! 

ACCOUNTANCY 
Beginning and Advanced Courses leading to a B.C.S. 
degree upon completion of 3-year evening course. 

M.C.S. degree received upon completion of 1-year 
graduate evening study. 
C.P.A. Review Course for students preparing for Public 
Accounting practice and C.P.A. examinations. 

Approved for Veterans' Training 
For further information write or phone 

SOUTHEASTERN University 
3rd Floor YMCA 

1736 G St. N.W. NA. 2668 
Office Open 9 A.M. fo 8 PM.; Saturday Until Noon 

-A WASHINGTON SCHOOL WITH A NATIONAL 
REPUTATION” 

The Bhllb School 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Fully Accredited 

The College Preparatory Course only still has a few 
vacancies in the 9th and 10th Grades for students 
with mental ability to do exacting academic work. 

Full sports, recreational and athletic program. Rates 
moderate. 

Fall term begins September 12th 
For information call SH. 6600, or write 

William Francis Bullis, Principal 
(Graduate of U. S. Naval Academy) 

BOX W, SILVER SPRING, MD. 

Europe'sCouncilVotes 
Creation of Union 
With Real Powers 

By the Asteciated Preii 

STRASBOURG. France, Sept. 
6.—The Council of Europe's As- 

sembly voted by a show of hands 

yesterday for creation of a Euro- 

pean union with definite powers 
over the governments of member 
countries. 

The 12-nation Assembly voted 
overwhelmingly for a resolution 
declaring the new Council of 
Europe should be expanded into 
a genuine federal authority. 

The measure now must go to 
the Ministerial Committee, the 
upper house of the Council of 
Europe. The Council can only 
make recommendations to the 
member governments and has no 

real power. 
The vote came after the As- 

sembly had learned that Winston 
Churchill, in a secret memo- 

randum in October, 1942, while 
Russia was a wartime ally, had 
urged the unification of Europe 
as a barrier against “Russian bar- 
barism.” 

Details of the powers the pro- 
posed Federal authority would 
hold were left to be worked out 
later. 

The resolution was on a report 
by the General Affairs Committee 
calling for real power. The res- 

olution said the governments 
should undertake systematic “in- 
struction of the great mass of the 
people, pointing out to them the 
undeniable advantages of union 
for Europe and, at the same time, 
the dangers inherent in national 
isolation.’’ 

The Assembly also established 
a 28-man Steering Committee, or 
Little Assembly, under Belgium’s 
Paul-Henri Spaak as chairman to 
conducts its business on a perma- 
nent year-round basis. It further 
voted for a series of resolutions 
enlarging its own authority and 
approved the economic program it 
had adopted point by point over 
the week end. 

Mr. Churchill’s 1942 memoran- 
dum to the British war cabinet 
was read by Harold MacMillan, 
British Conservative. In it Mr. 
Churchill declared it would be a 
“measureless disaster if Russian 
barbarism overlaid the culture and 
independence of the ancient states 
of Europe." 

U. S. European Tourists 

Up 38 Pet. Over 1948 
By the Associated Press 

PARIS, Sept. 6. — American 

tourist travel in Europe is up more 

than a third over last year, it was 

announced yesterday. 
Theodore J. Pozzy, chief of the 

Marshall Plan travel development 
here, said nearly 253,000 travelers 
left the United States for Europe 
in the first seven months of the 
year. 

This is 38 per cent more than in 
the same period of 1948. About 
two-thirds of the total number 
a^e Americans. 

Af ter Dark 
The Unconfused Orchestra 

May Have Confused the Dancers 

By Wallace E. Clayton 
If the just after-showtime 

dancers at the Shoreham Terrace 
were slightly confused last Tues- 
day, here is where they can lay 
their blame and find their ex- 

planation. 
Barnee was showing off for us. 

And what he had to show was 

amazing to one whose knowledge 
of the intricacies of music is lim- 
ited to the certainty that “The 
Stars and Stripes Forever” is a 

march, and “Red River Valley” isn’t. 
This is what he and his ever- 

docile musicians did, to the no 

doubt bewilderment of any dancers 
who were closely following the 
music: 

“Name a song,” said Barnee. 
We did. 

“These Foolish Things,” the 
band leader cried to his eight mu- 

sicians, who were quietly, and 
apparently happily, immersed in 
“One Enchanted Evening.” 

Without skipping a beat, or 

raising any questioning eyes, the 
band left the evening to its own 

enchantment and smoothly started 
off on “These Foolish Things.” 

The foolish things never got 
completely listed, because Barnee 
was after us to name another song, 
any song. 

“Always,” we said. 
A word from the maestro, and 

“Always” it was, leaving “These 
Foolish Things” in the same limbo 
as “One Enchanted Evening.” 

“Quick, another,” Barnee said. 
Quickly, we came up with “Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes.” Even quicker 
was the band, which glided from 
the “I’ll be loving you” strain of 
“Always” to the “They asked me 
how I knew” phrase of the latest 
request. 

“One more,” the band leader 
said, and one more we gave him, 
and one more the band slid into 
without argument and without 
music. 

"What a band,” chuckled Bar- 
nee. “I can switch them around 
like that, they never miss a beat, 
never miss a note, and I never 
get an argument.” 

And that's why five numbers 
were packed in that 60-second 
medley Tuesday night. 

* * * * 

Duke Ellington, who brought 
his band to the Howard Theater 
a couple of weeks ago, had a re- 
freshing and honest comment to 
make. 

“Bows,” he said. “All I do is 
take bows. The whole band spends 
15 minutes doing some really 
wonderful playing. They stop. 

“I stand up and take the bow.” 
Other Ellington observations: 
“Be-bop is more a method of 
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expression than an exhibition of 1 
musical technique.” 

"A good stew is as much a work i 
of art as a good painting.” 

Housewives should love him for 
that. 

* * * * 

Paul Berlin opens at the Cafe 
Caprice of the Roger Smith to- 
night. 

Paul’s the pianist who came to 
the cafe last fall to play a month’s 
engagement and ended up stay- 
ing five months. 

He mixes popular music with 
the classics, arranges a lot of his 
own numbers, and apparently has 
a satisfying following in Washing- 
ton. 

Harry Ohrns, pianist with the 
Larry Murphy band, filled in at 
the cafe during the cocktail hour 
this summer. 

The Roger Smith Roof, inci- 
dentally, closed for the season last 
week. 

* * * * 

He's apparently one man, but 

sounds as if he should be sew il 
he’s Cesar Gonzmart, no 

brings his band to the Mayflower; 
lounge Monday and who plays the 
violin, maracas, conga drums and 
clavfes and sings in English and 
Spanish and writes songs and dur- 
ing his leisure time makes home 
movies and recordings. Whew! 

He started on his way toward 
being a man-of-many-accomplish- 
ments at the age of 7, when he 
took up the violin. 

His press agent’s biographical 
data doesn't give a progress re- 

port on the rest of Gonzmart’s 
achievements. 

The band is heavy in its em- 

phasis on Latin American music. 
While on the subject May- 

flower, let’s add that Florian, who 
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spends a lot of wintertime in the 
Lounge, is being held over again 
(fourth time) at the Terrace Grill 
of the Hotel Muhlebach, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

* * * 

The Arnauts, a couple of people 
with a song-and-patter act, are 

opening tonight at the Cross 
Roads. Gallenti and Leonardi will 
add their dance routines to the 
show, which includes holdovers 
Jean March, a singer, and Winn 
Seeley, a dancer Joseph Sie- 
ger, a visiting Palestinian pianist, 
ends his engagement at Michel’s 
next Tuesday. Toni, an accordi- 
onist, replaces him. 
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